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Course Description:  
Builds a foundation for skeptical inquiry into the content of television programming, radio news, newspaper articles, magazine articles, journal articles and the internet information sources such as web pages, blogs, and wikis.

Course Objectives:
A. Introduce students to:

1. a variety of epistemologies of information, 

2. the generally accepted characteristics of credibility,

3. a survey of information sources, i.e. television, newspapers, journals, internet.

B. Students will be expected to create a personal epistemology of information.  

Student Learning Outcomes:

After successfully completing the course, students should be able to:

1.   describe the generally accepted characteristics of credibility;

2.   describe their personal epistemology of information; and,

3.   use 1 & 2 to evaluate information sources, i.e. television, newspaper, journals and the internet.

Length of Course:
33 hours
Grading Method:
Letter Grade (A-F) or Pass/No Pass.  
Prerequisites:

None
Required Text:
unSpun: finding facts in a world of disinformation, by Brooks Jackson and

Kathleen Hall Jamieson
Major Topic Outline:

1.
What are your filters?  How do you know when a statement is factual?
2.
What is pertinent to credibility?

3.
Are scientific journals credible?

4.
Are weekly or monthly magazines credible?

5.
Are newspapers credible?

6.
Are Television and radio programming credible?

7.
Credibility of your parents, relatives and friends — How credible is life experience?


8.
Is the Internet credible?

9.
Are the Arts and Literature credible?

